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Where in Japan Are You Now? 


Learn how to ask where someone is 
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Also Appears In: Conversational Japanese for Absolute Beginners Throwback Thursday 


Absolute Beginner Season 2 
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o Vocabulary ide (A) 


C English @&) kana Romaji 


7 EXAMPLES 


€= [LCT] 
U @) @) ® where 
(@) (@) U-SA, HHEC TTD, 


Mr. Lee, where are you from? 


Y—SA, LeDLAILET CTA, 


@) () ETICHY ESD 


where is there 
CTHVY ETD 
@) @) SABETICHVET HD. 
@) Where is the bus stop? 
KRATIMEE TI HY ETD, 
@) @) Helterecte. 
@) Where are you from? 
LevlLAlILECtta. 


@) @) Hslterette. 


Where is your hometown? 
LerlLAlILECtta. 


@) @) brLitezera. 


@) Where is the bathroom? 
Boe He Se eas 


@) @) ZIILEITEIA. 


@) Where are we? (Literally: Where is here?) 
; WEF [WET] 1EXAMPLE @ 
UO @) @) ® to exist, to have(animate);V2, -masu form 
@) @) vesemues, 
@) | have a younger sister. 
q OQoO® BHLEL [SLSL] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
“st Hello (on the telephone) 
@) (@) BLEL, PHY EA? 
@) Hello, Kaori? (on the telephone) 
q ® ® @) EWESIE (EWE £ Tes] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
=e No problem, all right, don't worry, it's fine 
@) @) KOU e355? 
@) Are you all right? (informal) 


1 EXAMPLE & 


t= [lc] 
STOROLO So encuien 
place marking particle, meaning “in 


@) @) FECEAMES EKSCUET. 
(~) Masato is in Tokyo. 


= WH [L¥] 1EXAMPLE @ 
skOLOLO Me 
@) @) vk, BAL TTA. 


@) What time is it now? 
gO @) @) @) EWEKIKTH [LOC EISCI] 1EXAMPLE @ 
; = I'm OK., I'll be fine. 


@) @) KOU sHeF. 
@) I'm fine. 


O @) @) @) VAREFWME [VFZEFIE] 1EXAMPLE @ 
“st McDonald's (restaurant) 
(@) @) V7 RFU RCUeET. 
@) I'm going to McDonald's. 
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Lesson Focus 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Asking and Saying Where Someone Is. 
Wk, ET IWETA. 
Ima, doko ni imasu ka. 
“Where are you now?" 


In the previous lessons, you learned how to use arimasu for talking about things. 
In this lesson, you'll learn how to use the corresponding verb imasu for talking about people and animals as well as to use 
the question word doko to ask where someone is. 


“Where Are You?" "| Am at [Place]." 


To say where you are, all you have to do is say watashi wa ("as for me"). If you're talking about someone else, then replace 
watashi with that person's name. 

Then add the name of the place, plus the place marker ni. 

Finally you add imasu, which is the equivalent of arimasu ("exist") for animate objects (people and animals). 


* Keep in mind that when you're answering the question, "Where is [name]?/Where are you, [name]? " you can leave out the 
watashi wa/{name] wa part, as it's understood from the context. 


Formation 


To make this into a question and ask "Where are you? " simply replace watashi ("I") with the name of the person you're ask- 
ing about. Remember, in Japanese we hardly ever use the word for "you," anata. This means that the question can mean 
both "Where are you, [name]?" and "Where is [name]?" You have to rely on the context to understand which it is. 

Then replace [place] with the word for "where," doko. 

And finally, as you know, when asking a question, you need the Japanese equivalent of the question mark at the end of the 
sentence, ka. 


Formation 


Sample Sentences 


LAS TPRESAMETICUETA, 
A: Suzuki-san wa doko ni imasu ka. 
: "Where is Mr. Suzuki?" OR "Where are you, Mr. Suzuki?" 
RESUS, 
: Eki ni imasu. 
: "He's at the station." OR "I'm at the station." 
WENLE CIS SANs 
: Neko wa doko ni imasu ka. 
: "Where is the cat?" 
AY FODARIWET, 
: Beddo no ue ni imasu. 
: "It's on the bed." 


ie) 
DOM >>> DDDD 


A Wa Doko Desu Ka and A Wa Doko Ni Imasu Ka: What's the Difference? 


Simply put, A wa doko desu ka and A wa doko ni imasu ka have the same meaning: "Where is A?" When you're talking 
about a person or animal, either of these ways is fine. 


However, if you are asking where a thing is, you cannot use A wa doko ni imasu ka, because we only use imasu for 
people or animals. 


For Example: 


WARE ET Ds 
Neko wa doko desu ka. 
"Where is the cat?" 

DA edee CANS Ds 
O Neko wa doko ni imasu ka. 
"Where is the cat?" 

3. Ya Yate CEs 
O Jon-san wa doko desu ka. 
"Where is Jon?" 

4.2795 YEAS CIWESTD, 
O Jon-san wa doko ni imasu ka. 
"Where is Jon?" 


1. ASAE CICS Ds 
O Pen wa doko desu ka. 
"Where is the pen?" 

Not: 
XAVMISETICWE TD 


X Pen wa doko ni imasu ka. 


X "Where is the pen?" 


Reference 


e doko— Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 13 
e imasu— Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 20 
e arimasu — Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 19 


Key Vocabulary & Phrases 


* % L } L (moshi-moshi) 

Moshi-moshi is the greeting you use when you pick up the telephone, like "Hello?" in English. We can only use this greeting 
on the telephone, so be careful! Sometimes when people are speaking very casually, they drop the second -/ sound, so it be- 
comes moshi-mosh(i). 


KEWL £3.38 CF (daijébu desu) 
If you recall, we studied this in Season 1 Lesson 12. We use it in a huge variety of ways in Japanese. It can mean "I'm fine," 
"it's okay," "that's all right," "| don't need any," "don't worry about it," etc... It's a very useful phrase! 


*UYE (ima) 

This means "now," and we can use it just like in English to ask "Where are you now?" except, in Japanese, the "now" goes at 
the beginning of the question, so it literally becomes "Now, where are you?": /ma, doko ni imasu ka. Please see Season 1 
Lesson 13 for more explanation. 
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Grammar Hide @) 
Below is a list of the grammar points introduced or used in this lesson. Click for a full explanation. 


LYS (1) iru (1) 


: Bis : Introduced 
to exist (for animate, usually living, things) 
HD aru sacs 
to be, to exist (of inanimate things); to have “ 
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